2. Dr Hughes showed a splint, which he stated was an extremely simple one, and intended for the treatment of talipes varus and equino-varus. It was a modification of a shoe which he had seen used in the practice of Mr Thomas of Liverpool, which consisted of a, leg-piece and foot-piece, connected by an iron band extending over the heel. In this modified splint a joint was placed opposite the heel, the joint being a three-quarter ball and socket, the ball being for the purpose of fixing the joint by means of a screw running through it. The movable parts of the joint were the sockets connected with the leg and foot-pieces. The foot-piece might be fixed in any position of inversion, eversion, flexion, and extension. In applying the splint the leg-piece was bandaged to the calf, and the foot manipulated into the best possible position, the foot-piece was then adapted to it, and fixed until the patient was seen again, when the position might be further improved by loosening the screw and manipulating the foot. Dr Wm. Taylor was glad to see a pupil of his friend Dr Thomas, and to find that he had caught some spark of his inventive genius. He was curious to know whether Dr Hughes had seen any harm result from Dr Thomas's method of using sheet-iron splints in the treatment of club-foot without padding of any kind, applying the bare iron to the bare skin. If so, that was in itself a great gain, because you could get much more direct control over the deformed part, and keep it in more exact position. The splint shown would form an important auxiliary in the treatment of club-foot, although the great thing was to treat it as a paralysis, which was too frequently forgotten.
Dr Hughes replied that he had never seen any ill effects from the use of iron instruments in close relation to the skin; but he believed that to avoid injury to the skin and soft parts it was essential that all such apparatus should fit perfectly, and allow of no friction whatever. As to the force used in the reduction of deformity, he could state that he had repeatedly seen Mr Thomas use considerable force in the treatment of club-foot by means of his wrench, but had never seen any bad results, nor any evidenpe of injury to the soft parts.
